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Canadian Council of Registered Nurse
Regulators (CCRNR)

Promoting Excellence in Registered Nursing Regulation

What is CCRNR?

The Canadian Council of Registered Nurse Regulators (CCRNR) serves as a national
collaborative for regulators of registered nurses for interprovincial/territorial,
national, and global regulatory matters. CCRNR promotes the advancement of
excellence in the regulation of registered nurses in the public interest.

What Does CCRNR Do?

e We create and maintain a forum for the exchange of information on
regulatory trends, best practices, policies, and legislation

e We monitor trends and issues in regulation across the country and the world

e We advise on and promote promising regulatory practices and harmonized
approaches to nursing regulation

e We engage in projects of shared interest to members

e We establish liaisons and partnerships that best position CCRNR and its
members to address registered nursing regulatory matters

e We promote an understanding of the purpose of nursing regulation and
members’ commitment to public safety and excellence in regulation

CCRNR’s priorities focus on supporting Canada’s 12 registered nurse regulators’
collaboration on approaches in key regulatory areas such as registration, policy
and practice, nursing education program approval, professional conduct, and
quality assurance/competence.

CCRNR’s
leadership met
in Toronto, ON,
in February 2020
to learn about
regulatory
trends and
consider
CCRNR’s role in
a unified
approach to
nursing
regulation
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Priority Planning

In December 2019, as an annual event, CCRNR’s Board of Directors continued to

strategize on the priorities for the coming year—and beyond. The following areas of

focus were confirmed:

e Multi-jurisdictional registration including the development of a unique identifier

e Nurse practitioner (NP) Regulatory Framework Implementation Plan Project

e Information-sharing about governance

e Pursuing the strategic direction: a unified approach to nursing regulation in
Canada [including the Canadian Nurse Regulators Collaborative with the
Canadian Council for Practical Registered Nurses (CCPNR) and the Registered
Psychiatric Nurse Regulators of Canada (RPNRC) and the Federal/Provincial/
Territorial Principal Nursing Advisors Task Force (PNATF)]

Two key presentations provided additional insight during the planning session:

e Michelle Acorn, Co-Chair of the PNATF, discussing the PNATF’s vision for nursing
regulation in Canada

e CNO’s Anne Coghlan (Executive Director & CEO) and Kevin McCarthy (Director,
Strategy), sharing their research: “Rare but Real: One regulator’s journey to
learn more about healthcare serial killers”

Nurse Practitioner Regulatory Framework Implementation Plan Project (NPR-FIPP)
Flowing from the NP Regulation Practices Project recommendations to advance a
coordinated and standardized approach to the regulation of NPs in Canadian
jurisdictions, the NPR-FIPP was launched in 2019. This multi-year, multi-faceted
project, governed by a national Steering Committee, chaired by Katherine
Stansfieid, CEO/Registrar, CRNM, and supported by Project Manager Bobbie
Carzfoate, will build on six basic elements of a model for NP regulation in Canada:
1. Eniry level educaton programs — formal graduate level programs in nursing that
arepzres RNs to meet NP entry-level competencies across the life span and
diverse practice settings
2. Entry level examination — one national entry-level examination for all NPs across
the country
3. Standards of Practice — common NP standards of practice
4. Continuing competence — common principles
5. Registration/renewal — one NP registration category based on entry-level
competencies
6. Re-entry to practice — common principles

A subscription service has been established to provide those interested with
regulator updates. Please see ccrnr.ca/npr-fipp.html to subscribe to the newsletter
or provide comments or ask questions about the project.
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Strategic Visioning Session

CCRNR continued its tradition of bringing together the Chairs/Presidents of CCRNR member organizations along

with the CCRNR Board (i.e., CEOs/Executive Directors) for a strategic visioning exercise in February 2020, just

prior to the bans on travel due to the COVID-19 pandemic. This year’s event looked again at CCRNR’s strategic

direction: a unified approach to nursing regulation, the lens applied to all of CCRNR’s work. In addition to

excellent information-sharing about governance and other key CCRNR priorities, two experts in their fields shared

their insight into regulatory trends:

e Zayna Khayat, Ph.D., SE Future at SE Health: “Intelligence Augmented in Healthcare” on what is generally
known as Al

e Richard Steinecke, Steinecke Maciura LeBlanc: “Organizational Risk: A Simplified Approach to Managing Risk”

Ongoing Initiatives

CCRNR continues to be supported by Committees (e.g., Exams Committee and NP Exams Administration Working

Group) and Networks that share information and resources: Communications, Corporate Support, NPs, Policy and
Practice, Professional Conduct, Program Review and Approval, Quality Assurance/Competence, and Registration.

CCRNR also continues its collaboration and interaction with key stakeholders including the Canadian Nurse
Regulators Collaborative (CCPNR, CCRNR, and RPNRC), the National Nursing Assessment Service (NNAS), the
Canadian Nurses Association (CNA), the Canadian Association of Schools of Nursing (CASN), the Federation of
Medical Regulatory Authorities of Canada (FMRAC) and the National Association of Pharmacy Regulatory
Authorities (NAPRA), the National Council of State Boards of Nursing (NCSBN) and the International Council of
Nurses (ICN).

A Message from CCRNR President Cynthia Johansen about the COVID-19 Pandemic

“On behalf of the CCRNR Board of Directors, we wish everyone personal health and safety
during this unprecedented time. Know that this organization is working to keep RN
regulators apprised of issues facing regulatory bodies across Canada, continuing to share
information daily. We look forward to putting this pandemic behind us, when we can look
back and appreciate the tremendous support demonstrated across the Country.”
(Graphic credit: CDC's Alissa Eckert and Dan Higgins)
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Members: All 12 of Canada's provincial/territorial registered nurse regulators
are members of CCRNR:

College of Registered Nurses of Newfoundland and Labrador
CCRNR Board Member: Lynn Power, Executive Director

British Columbia College of Nursing Professionals
CCRNR Board Member: Cynthia Johansen, CEO

College and Association of Registered Nurses of Alberta
CCRNR Board Member: Joy Peacock, CEO

College of Nurses of Ontario
CCRNR Board Member: Anne Coghlan, Executive Director and CEO

College of Registered Nurses of Manitoba
CCRNR Board Member: Katherine Stansfield, CEO/Registrar

College of Registered Nurses of Prince Edward Island
CCRNR Board Member: Sheila Marchant-Short, CEO and Registrar

Nova Scotia College of Nursing
CCRNR Board Member: Sue Smith, CEO and Registrar

Nurses Association of New Brunswick
CCRNR Board Member: Laurie Janes, Executive Director

Ordre des infirmiéres et infirmiers du Québec
CCRNR Board Member: Chantal Lemay

Registered Nurses Association of the Northwest Territories and Nunavut
CCRNR Board Member: Denise Bowen, Executive Director

Saskatchewan Registered
Nurses' Association CERNE :
CCRNR Board Member: e =
Cindy Smith, Executive
Director

Yukon Registered Nurses CCRNR Members

Association

CCRNR Board Member:
Sean Hopkins, Executive
Director

dedicated to
safe nursing
practice

across Canada

For more information,
visit us online
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